
Noe Venable The World Is
Bound By Secret Knots
(Petridish)
Jammed with cryptic lyrics and
fused with folky guitar. Fans of
Tori Amos have
another to follow.

Stereolab Instant O In the
Universe (Elektra)
With their too happy pop lite indie
rock. Stereolab should have been
a ‘60s band and done soundtracks
for remakes of Ann
Margaret films. Woo. 

Jessy Moss Street Knuckles
(Dreamworks)
Over produced. Lyrically Jessy’s
got the right idea, but she doesn’t
have the vocal support and can’t
bounce the rhymes
around the drums.

Merle Haggard Haggard Like
Never Before (Hag)
Haggard continues to stand his
country ground, and this collec-
tion shows how much he still has
to say. – Robert
Hilburn, LAT

Elliot Smith dead at 34
He just wanted what everyone else wanted

Dan Marek
College Times

Singer/
songwriter Elliot
Smith had the
ability to create
songs so delicate
and brittle they
could almost
crumble apart
before you. From
his five solo
albums, to his
Oscar nominated
“Miss Misery,”
recorded for Gus
Van Sant’s “Good Will Hunting” in 1998, his emo-
tionally packed songs of heartbreak and loneli-
ness tugged at your sensitive side while giving
fans a connection to his passion for music.

Born Steven Paul Smith, he spent his child-
hood with his mother in Dallas and lived with his
father during high school in Portland, Oregon.
Returning to Portland after college, he formed
Heatmiser and released three albums before
deciding to go solo with a more intimate sound
than the heavy wash the band brought.

Smith signed with Kill Rock Stars to release
his debut Roman Candle and stayed with indie
shop until the Oscar fame (and brilliant recording
of Either/Or) opened up new opportunities and he
decided to sign with Dreamworks Records for his
critically hailed XO.

The last time I spoke with Smith was just
before isolating himself in the studio to record his
follow-up to 2000’s Figure 8. He seemed light-
hearted and joked about never getting recog-
nized on the street (he actually preferred it so he
could have some space).

When I asked him what his future goals
were he gracefully said, “I’d like to be in love with
somebody. Pretty much the same things that
everybody else wants – to be totally alive and not
be deadened down by the way things are … I
don’t know if I really have any other goals.”

Smith was found in his Los Angeles apart-
ment last Tuesday by a live-in-girlfriend and was
pronounced dead one hour later – the result of
an apparent self-inflicted stab wound to the
chest.

Bjork Gling Glo (One Little Indian)
1990 European release finally
makes it to the states. We know
Bjork for her dreamy stuff, but here
she goes jazz and my is it deli-
cious.

Ester Drang Infinite Keys
(Jade Tree)
Lush strings, minimalist drums,
lyrics that describe nothing and
everything make this an indie
rock release free of
pretentiousness.

Automato Walk into the Light
([single], Dim Mak Records)
Life and politics vocals, with
drop-beat-funk drums and bass,
keyboards and small percussion
samples make organ-
ic hip-hop at its best. 

Paris Sonic Jihad (Guerilla
Funk)
Few have been enjoying the
President’s ratings slide more. By
making music that moves mind
and body, Paris com-
pletes his mission. 

British Sea Power The Decline
of British Sea Power (Rough
Trade)
BSP goes the path of loss and
fear, a common theme these
days, but they do it
with flair.

RECORDRACK

The Distillers 
Coral Fang
Sire
By Eric R. Danton
The Hartford Courant 

The Distillers don’t bother messing with the radio-friendly guitar
hooks and charming little melodies that occupy so many of the
band’s faux-punk contemporaries. 

Acts like Good Charlotte look the part and sneer in their videos,
but there’s a real edge to the music of Brody Dalle (formerly
Armstrong) and her partners in the Distillers that makes them feel
simultaneously more dangerous and less accessible: less pop,
much more punk. 

Dalle has become something of a punk-rock “It” girl, thanks in
part to her separation from husband, Tim Armstrong of Rancid, and
subsequent sightings with Josh Homme from Queens of the Stone
Age.

She has a talent for more than grabbing fanzine headlines,
though. With her ground-glass voice and lyrics that make angst
seem like a pastime for sissies, she radiates a surly charisma not
seen in alternative music since Courtney Love released Live
Through This with her band Hole. 

Comparisons to Love abound, and there are similarities: Both
are punk girls who were married to musicians well-known in their
own right. 

Dalle, though, shows every sign of making a more lasting musi-
cal mark. 

She barks out the lyrics to “Die on a Rope” over chugging
power-chords and full-ahead drums, and rampages through the title
track with superheated fury. 

She lays back a bit on “The Hunger” and still sounds irate,
though maybe that has to do with the enraged screams that punctu-
ate the punk-ballad verses. 

Coral Fang is the Distillers’ third album, and it’s taken the band
this long to attract more mainstream attention. 

If Dalle can overcome her habit of kicking concert-goers in the
head, as she did this summer at CBGB, the band stands a good
chance of keeping it.
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CDs Released This Week:Just released CDs: 40 Below Summer The Mourning After Akon Trouble Alias Muted
Bedroom Walls I Saw You Coming Back to Me Joshua Bell Romance of the Violin Bottle Rockets Blue Sky Albert
E. Brumley, Jr. I’ll Fly Away Circus Devils Pinball Mars Harry Connick, Jr. Harry for the Holidays Billy Ray Cyrus
The Other Side The Delinquents Town Business Part Denali The Instinct Devildriver Devildriver Celine Dion 1 Fille
& 4 Types Dipsomaniacs Freakin’ Eureka Element Eighty Element Eighty Erase Errata At Crystal Palace The
Glasspack Bridgeburner Marty Goetz Songs of Israel Hatebreed The Rise of Brutality Higher Star Is Dead Him
Razorblade Romance Ellis Hooks Up Your Mind The Hot Club of Cowtown Continental Stomp Jamison Parker
Notes & Photographs John Langstaff Sings Nottamun Town: British and American Folksongs and Ballads Gerald
Levert A Stroke of Genius Levinhurst (The Cures Lol Tolhurst) Perfect Life Jacques Loussier Trio Beethoven:
Allegretto from Symphony No. 7, Theme and Variations M.V.P. Hit the Spot Manta Ray Estratexa The Moody Blues
December Motivo Motivo No Good Therapy Come N Get It The Persuasions A Capella Dreams Ana Popovic
Comfort to the Soul Professional Murder Music Looking Through Salem Love It or Leave Me Saturnalia Trio Of
Mosaic & Muse Steve Tyrell This Guys in Love The Urinals What Is Real and What Is Not Ray Victory VSOP Brad
Wolf Brad Wolf

SOUNDS


