Britain’s best rock band remains relatively unknown
in the States despite two stellar albums. byDan Marek

Huddled around a pinball machine in a small, shadowy American bar, Eng-
land's Gomez are discussing how Garth Brooks doesn't know anything about
rock'n’roll, while Johnny Cash-and Willie Nelson helped invent it. This discussion
concerning heritage music bounces back and forth throughout the day and
seems to be a regular conversation piece. The band's influences range from
blues exp: ans'inniﬁts to folk guitansts, psychedelic rockers to R&B greats, and
have created a suund thatwon them the Mercury Music prize in England in
1998 for their deblit album, Bring It On, and a Mojo cover story as well
Now a household name in their homeland, Gomez hope to reach the vast
American listening audience with their second album, Liguid Skin [Virgin). “It's
very different from the first one, but comes from that same philosophy—anoth-
er exploration, another adventure,” says vocalist, keyboardist and guitarist
Tom Gray. "As long as they haven't gotten the wrong idea from the first record,
they will be happy. Hopefully, the first album allows peppl& to realize that we
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The Gomez Guyz: [from left) Ben Duttewell, Paul
Blackburn, Olly Peacock, lan Ball and Tom Gray.

Gomez alsa spent three weeks in a 16th-century mansion in East Sussex writ-
ing and recording the new material. "It was just a really mellow vibe, because we
were in the middle of nowhere, loaded up with beer and marijuana,” Ball says. “We'd
getup at five o'clock in the afternoon and do whatever until four in the moming. |
don't remember being sober in that house. You would wake up and feel so bad that
you had to have some alcohol to get rid of it. [t was more of a party than a recording
session. | mean, the recording session happened incidentally to the party that was
where we started developing our studio expe-
rience, but | think Abbey Road was where the studio time really hitin.®

The single, "Bring It On," released in the UK, includes the B-side “Dire Tribe,"
whose chorus lists every drug that makes them “feel better." There's also the
sound of a quick puff on the intro to "Blue Moon Rising.” “Our music, or any
music for that matter, is accentuated by smoking pot,” Gray says "In the studio,
on the stage or just listening to it. You hear so much more.”

Gomez find the time to visit the "Free City" east of London as oftenas == =
possible. "Amsterdam is undoubtedly a great place to be," says Ball. Ir]'l'uﬁ.' e
best thing about it is being able to walk around stoned and nuhnﬁg giyesa,ﬁ
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