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Cold
Year of the
Spider
Flip/Geffen

Like Staind,
these fellow Fred Durst
discoveries take their brood-
ing rock very seriously, and on Spider the
Floridians finally seem to be delving as
deep sonically. Singer Scooter Ward’s
grungy croon feels more expressive than
before, and though the band is still work-
ing a familiar gloom ‘n’ grind formula,
moments of harmonic brilliance (most
notably the catchy Rivers Cuomo collabo-
ration “Stupid Girl”) shine through to
reveal some bittersweet bite. 

– Lina Lecaro, Los Angeles Times

Like This? Try These Artists:

• Deftones – Deftones
• Evanescence – Fallen

Jack
Johnson
On and On
The Moonshine
Conspiracy

Success hasn’t
changed the surf-champ-
turned-troubadour, but what would you
expect from the mellowest guy on the
planet? The Zen beachcomber vibe of
the surprise hit debut “Brushfire
Fairytales” is even more refined here –
the opening “Times Like These” is a
sandy “Que Sera, Sera” update, and a
“don’t worry, be happy” philosophy per-
meates the mostly short, fragmentary dit-
ties. Johnson’s fluid, friendly voice and
easygoing mix of acoustic strumming
and light reggae are appealing, but too
laid-back to be compelling.

– Steve Hochman, Los Angeles Times

Like This? Try These Albums:

• Jack Johnson – Brushfire   
Fairytales

• Pete Yorn – Day I Forgot
• Jason Mraz – Waiting for My 

Rocket to Come
• David Gray – A New Day at 

Midnight

Scumfrog
Extended
Engagement
Effin Records

Today’s most
popular DJs (John
Digweed, Paul Oakenfold)
have proven themselves by starting
out on grass-roots platform and elevating
club crowds into a frenzy they would take
home with them. Sure to be another inno-
vator, Scumfrog (a.k.a. Jesse Houk) has
played the ropes of dub and pulled him-
self up to a world of electronica super-
stars by working and remixing with the
likes of David Bowie, Kylie Minogue and
Danny Tenagila. Houk’s debut full-length,
Extended Engagement, compiles the best
and brightest mixes of Scumfrog’s career
while adding a couple new recordings to
show his transformation from DJ to pro-
ducer. The two-disc album spans his
wealthy career from earlier jaunts like Milk
& Honey’s “You, Me & the Music,”
Christian Uruch’s “I Like the Way You
Touch Me” and Sono’s “Keep Control,”
while adding new dance floor favorites
like Minogue’s “Love at First Sight,” Dirty
Vegas’ “Days Go By” and a brilliant David
Bowie vs. Scumfrog remix of “Loving the
Allen,” which Bowie liked so much that he
developed a video containing footage
from the 1984 version. Fans will also get
a taste of Houk’s production finesse on
tracks like pulse-beating “Music
Revolution” which he developed as an
opening for his Web site. The tracks blend
Scumfrog’s early love of dub, gritty guitar
and energy-filled space swirls into a time-
less track that’s already been remixed by
fellow DJs Planet Funk and Roger
Sanchez.

– Dan Marek

Deftones
Deftones
Maverick

Metal? Thrash?
Emo? Deftones have
never been easily catego-
rized, and with their first album in three
years, they seem to have come full circle
with a brutal yet utterly blissful collection
of dark musical mini-dramas. Pummeling
guitars and groove-wringing rhythms are
matched by the hypnotic power of Chino
Moreno’s lazy snarls and sultry screams.
Another delirious meld of vulnerability
and voraciousness by the band that per-
fected the blend. 

– Lina Lecaro, Los Angeles Times

Like This? Try These Albums: 

• Deftones – Around the Fur
• Marilyn Manson – The Golden Age 

Of Grotesque
• Evanescence – Fallen
• Godsmack – Faceless
• Trapt – Trapt
• Metallica – St. Anger
• Seether – Disclaimer
• Linkin Park – Meteora
• Audioslave – Audioslave
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