
 

 

essentials  
Got a must-have album you want everyone to know about? Send us 250 words on your essential and we'll 
post it in the next issue. IF we agree.  

Partners Garza and Hilton have mastered yet another combination of deep downtempo 
bass and noticeable Middle Eastern influences on TRMIB. Rather than stick purely to 
4/4 time with an occasional sitar, though, the masterminds really know how to thrust 
originality in the midst of traditional music. Moving from slow eastern sounds to an 
appearance by Ras Pidal, and onward with an upbeat, spacy song sung entirely in 
Farsi (now that's some shit), and transcending electronica levels with a bit of bossa, 
culminating with the ethereal vocals of Emiliana Torrini, the album is not only dynamic; 
it's a wonder. In a time when this world, particularly the States, is facing confusion and 

racism with all that is the Middle East, it's nice to know that artists are taking advantage of the moment to 
produce something good for the ears, mind and heart. Yasmin Tabi

John Lennon :: Shaved Fish 
Besides the fact that the Beatles were one of the best bands to ever come to America, 
they also had one thing no other act could compare with - the walrus. The walrus, of 
course was John Lennon, and not long after the recording of their last album Let It Be, 
John started recording his own project with new lover and avant-garde composer Yoko 
Ono. Lennon’s most influential and publicly praised tracks dot this record that most 
Beatles fans didn’t even know were included in his debut - “Give Peace A Chance,” 
“Instant Karma” and “Imagine.” But with classics like “Mother” and “Cold Turkey,” 

recorded as a humorous rendition of Lennon’s own battle with heroin, the album sticks out as one of the 
most wonderful solo efforts by any of the Beatles to date. Ending off the album, the medley of “Happy 
Xmas/ the War is Over” euphorically depicts the happy-go-lucky/protest time that Lennon and Ono were 
living through. With Shaved Fish, Lennon gave the world an album to change the world with – a new view 
of peace, an innovative look at addiction, and a world where Imagination ruled and the possibilities were 
endless...Dan Marek

Travis :: The Man Who...Unlike many Brit breakthroughs, Travis (even though they're 
Scottish) staves off punk rock efforts and sticks to guitars wussy enough for most 
manly men to choose the cd for a girlfriend, just for posterity's sake. Yep, you've got 
your basic guitar riffs with pleasant sharps and lyrics that make every chick want to 
dump her significant other for the half-depressed, emo-norexic, consistently-ecstatic-
smile-while-singing-about-watching-flowers-grow-and-soul-searching-Francis Healy. 
Healy's voice sounds remarkably similar to Thom Yorke's of Radiohead, but lyrically 
the vocalists are on compeletely different levels; Travis doesn't touch on more than 

love and sorrow in all the trite places, whereas Radiohead seeks out the uber-strange catalysts that make 
life so remarkably wierd. Songs like "Writing to Reach you" and "Why Does It Always Rain on Me" 
illustrate these characteristics flawlessly, as pop radio and millions of heart-broken individuals confirmed 
worldwide, making Travis yet another successful spawn of sappy love and unfortunate disasters. But 

Page 1 of 3index

6/16/2003http://onefortytwo.com/MUSIC/Essentials/indexnew.html


