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Singer and
- songwriter Tom
Waits broke the
mold when his 1973 album “Cbosmg Tme hit stores. His dra-
matic and gritty voice sang the froubles of every man while
keeping enough of his apocalyptic camival of music and sound '
to differentiate himself from all others.

Later fans, picked up by 1999's “Mule Variations”, found his
grimy saloon music dark and howling, while older fans remem-
ber his big round hat protruding from behind a piano and a thick
‘haze of cigarette smoke while his whiskey torn voice belted on
about broken hearts and old lament. '
. For an artist who usually takes his time between a}bums
Waits has been quite prolific in his recent releases. Releasmg
“Alice” and “Blood Money" on the same day drove many penny~
pinching fans crazy over which album to buy - the album of
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- Both albums project a German expressionis
that pours out of the cabaret of grime and freaks, but “Nlca o
with its love wm Iyrics and backm-ba::k metaphorlcal ge.mus,
topa thetwo.
Loveisa ghoaf hauntmg the atbum* where cinemaﬁc mem-
ories turn into sardonic pity for the maraclers of broken hearts__
and inescapable loss. - e .
~ The title track transfonns the innocent little gu'i intothe
deep icy depths of the heart with, “And the skates on the pond
they spell Alice.. _But | must be insane / To go skating on your
name / And byimcing it twice / | fell through the ice of Alice.”
The instrumentals on “Blood Money” ~ “Calliope” and “Kmfa
Chase” - flow fear and dander of the ragged and demented
‘while “Alice”’s two-faced “Poor Edward” and the 1920s-like jazz _
film noir melody of "Komnﬂanezupadt' wﬁl keep your aar unﬁi
the final note drops.
While “Blood Money” is just as important as its suster irt e
Waits closet of skeletons, “Alice” by far precedes many of his.
collected "dirty shirts' gathenng dust by his so wel! worn shoes
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Fingers Red Devil Dawn; Dance Disaster



