Warped Tour distorts ban

By Dan MaAREK
STATE PRESS

The Vans Warped Tour consumed the Celebrity Theater
last Tuesday, featurning 30 bands, o ton of athletes and thou-
sands of fins

The largest wunng event of ity Kind, the our has ganed the
attention of many fans, bands and athletes from across the world

“It's been great. This is our first Warped Tour, and 1t's
way eooler than 1 ever expected,” smd A, Jay Popotl, lead
vocalist for Lit *“This 15 a tour that | always wanted to da”

But the | 10-degree climate was no help. It wrned the
packed concert into g saunda,

*1 think the hot weather 15 effecting the mood of the
crowd and it's really hard 10 get into the music when you
have the sun pounding down on you,” Popoll added

Although most of the bands® followers crammed near the
stage (o dance and mosh, the first aid office saw few casualties.

“All you pot to do 1s get in a mosh pat for three minutes
and you'll know that your gonna need all the oxygen you
can get just to stay up,” lee-T said, “Put that on fuckin® hot
asphalt, you could die out there.™

Event staff cooled down the situation, giving fans free waled

“It's understandable that these tours are expensive W0 put
out, but to totally take water away 158 wrong. No one 18
going 1o starve 1o death, but you could dehydrate out there
pretty quick,” Warped Tour promoter Kevin Lyman said.

Using squirt guns and waler bottles, many bands gave
the fans a nice washing

“1 give respect to anybody who goes oul there in 1K)
degrees and puts on a show,” said John Connolly, guitansi
for Sevendust. “As long as you can get up there and con
vinee people that what your doing is cool, you have eamed
all the respect in the world from me.

What Dreams May Come

Despite the heat, many musicians were sill on the hagh
af being given the opportunity (o travel with this sell pro
claimed “Punk Rock Summer Camp.

I s a dream come true,” said Damion, guitanst and
vocalist for RiverTX. “A couple years back your like
‘Woulda't it be cool one day if we were on the Warped Tour,’
and now we are. Now it's like "“Wow, were on the fuckin’
Warped Tour.” Plus, it's a good thing to put on your resume.”

Some musicians were more excited about touring with
their childhood idols than just being featured on the line up

1 started listening to Suicidal Tendencies back in the
1980% when we had all these skatcboarding parties.” sad
Henning, singer in H-Blockx. “Suoicidal and skateboarding
were always the same thing. Secimng them walk around il
on stage all the tme 15 Kind of like a hife long dream.

Some Valley bands wlso mwadke it to the tour alter dulking it out
two weeks ago al o battle of the bands in Tempe. Although 5 on
I won the contest, local favortes Dislocated Styles, Tolerance,
Sizee 5, Pollen, Sloth and Bl Centro also played at Warped.

“It"s u great show for the local bands because they ve
had the best audience all day in the air conditomng,”
Lyman said. “It was planned that way. We did it last year
and it worked out well, it was just packed in there
Hopefully it will help out the local scene a lot,”

Opening Up To New Music Markets
Although its known as o punk tour, Warped embraced a vanety
of bands and sounds that would nommally be on competing tours

“Even though these bands genres are spread out, all
these bands have the same ethos of the music business,”
spid Vinnie, drummer for Less Than Jake, "Five years ago,
lee-T probably wouldn't have gone as well on this tour, But
he's trying to build things up on the Internet and things like
that, it just fits well ntoat”

The addition of lee-T and other hip-hop artists 16 line-up
stirred most of the controversy surrounding the tou

“If you read the message boards on the Warped Web
page, man they're getting a lot of shit for it | think 1it's a
pood thing that they're expanding.” sud Jason “King™
Kendal, lead vocahst for The Amazing Crowns.

Lyman received comments via the Web saying rap
should not be involved, lee-T sud.

“Kevin came from Lollapalooza (where) he was the stage
manager,” he said, “The {1y thing about Lollapalooea wis
that it had Jane' s Addiction playing next o the Butt Hole
Surfers, Henry Rolling, Iee-T and the onginal Siouxsie and
the Banshees, To me, that’s what festivals are all about.”™

(Other bands looked at the tour as an aopportumty (o
expand their music to a new audience

1 think 1t'= I|'||-|||:|. that were on (the tour) and showing
people that may not really dig hip-hop, how hip-hop can be
creative. How all the hap-hop that you see is not really all
thut,” sanid Will.L.Am, rapper for the Black Eved Peas
“We're blessed to represent hap-hop o a new andience.

“It°s like we're performing 1o Martians and we re the
spokespersons for humans, Sometimes the only thing they
know 15 on the radio, We gel played on the radio too, bul
that's not what the Black Eved Peas 15 all about
touring hip-hop band.”

Travis Barker, drommer for Blink- 182, smd, "1 think 15 10
times better than any other year. Even when | wasn't playing
on the Warped Tour, I'd watch it 1'd pet sick of seeing punk
bund after punk band, [ think it s good that it° s opening up

“Kids that have never listened (o lee-1T betore can see
what's up. | don't think he's drawing in a big hip hop
crowd to the event, but I think that a lot of punk rock kids
are able (o see what real hip hop s, | think i’ s good tha
they brought hip-hop to the tour because it was getling sor
of recycled. It Keeps it fresh.

Although the musicians have reacted well o the change
in genres participating in the tour, many fans stll disagrec
with the change

“1 found a *fuck Kevin Lyman Web site” out right now
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Lyman said, “It's fuony because we have had hip-hop on
the Warped Tour before, The Alcohohies have been oul
there, Ozomatli had hip-hop elements. A 1ol of skaters hs
ten 1o hip-hop, they're listening o diverse music

“I could put the same our oul every year, Rancid, NOBFX and
Bad Beligion last year was the Kings of punk war. 1 oy o give
the audience a ot of credit, so 1 snd let's go out and be diverse
with the line-up without strayimg to far from our foots, Over-all |
think that everyone is bere (o have a good tme, and they think
there 1s enough room Tor hip-hop on the Warped o

Sticking to the Grass Roots

Keeping the wur simple in s infrastructure hias also added
an appeal to the musicians. Not only does it keep ticket prices
low but the merchandise booths fentunng musiciims signing
autopraphs keeps the fans in touch with the musicuns

“Tt doesn’t bull shit around with video séreens and stuff
like that,” said Phil Jamison, singer for Grinspoon, "It does
mess around with sponsors and stuff, but i's not like 350 a
ticket either. They're a lot more level headed about 11, The
bands all play for the same amount of time.”

e bands all play a 3U-minute sel which gives more
opportunity for fresh bands to spotlight their talemts

“Since we only have 30 minutes, that party 15 more like
# 30 minuwe version of our normal set,” WillLAm said

And no matter what time it was, a band was performing
om one of the four stages

“What I'm impressed with is the infrastructure and how
they're able to get this o work,” sand Kendal, of The
Amazing Crowns, “lts amazing. When you really think
about it—the vendors, the bands, merchandise and stage
gguipment—the planmng il akes and the way they have o
do it all so quickly 1s inpressive.

When the bands hinished playing, many of them would
take time o visit their merchandising booths to talk o s

“Our band is ranked up there in visiblity, sad Chns,
gurtarist and vocalist for Less Than Jake “We po hang onl
at our merchandising booth, We still do our own Lan miul
all the kids that write in, we hand write em back. That's a
It of letters, These kds think they re your fnends, and
they are. We are just @ Tan inteénsive hand

Much like their fans, some of the popular bands idolized
I:|'u."|| |_|Ln.| '.i_||l.'l|.:-l |H|'|||'. ChsH™

Ploe- T,
vou just have o respect,” WAILL A said, Y ou can’t say anything
aboui it He's responsible for o ot of thimgs i thos imdisiry

Donnie, drommer Tor RiverTX, agreed. “I0s cool eatin

vl st can’t knock b, He's qust one of those. cats

hanch and secmg thiat lee-1s nght next 16 you "he siad

The veterans dalso seemed o have tun playing ofl the
vounger bands wolzation

“I meet the kids out here. | know a lot of them, there 15
oL ol respect and that” s '._,'_1'Il.‘-|.|. lce=T smid, "To me the G s
out here are me and Michael Muir. Suicidal (Tendencies) 1=
give a fuck, they sull Kick ass

Thie Warped Tour has undergone many changes this yea

old school: 1 don't

According 1o the artists, it°s for the best, Opeming a new plal
form for musicians 1o showease ther individual styles will
eventually cater o new audiences spanining all age proups

‘In 1991 when Lollapalooza started, that was the real
big thing,” said Chris, of Less Than Jake. "That was eigh
yenrs ago. There kids here that are 14, they were 6 then
They weren't gomg 1o shows, they were walching ®
Street, So things are delinitely changing: they have (o
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